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I have to recant, give up the old belief that I am powerless
and because of it nothing I can do will ever hurt anyone.

   - Margaret Atwood, Surfacing

Ellen Churchill Semple is a notorious figure in the
geographical realm whose complicated legacy
renders her place within a historiography of
geography uncertain. While Semple is hailed as the
first female geographer, it is also widely
acknowledged that her work is tainted with racism.1
Contemporary scholars wish to erase her
contributions, declaring that they would “prefer to
forget” her infamous text Influences of Geographic
Environment in which she claimed that physical
geography determined human behaviour. 2 Mona
Domosh complicates this desire to erase Semple
from memory by advocating for a feminist
historiography of geography. Through
foregrounding the contributions that women have
made to the development of geographic knowledge,
Domosh challenges the exclusion of women from
accounts of the discipline’s past.3 This paper
therefore addresses the question: Should Semple be
included in a feminist historiography of geography?
Furthermore, was Semple a feminist? To interrogate
this, I reimagine Pearson’s take on violent women.4
Just as Atwood describes a woman’s disbelief at her
ability to cause harm in the opening quote,5 Pearson
centres the misperception that women are simply
compassionate caregivers and victims of their
circumstances – the ‘myth of female innocence’.6
This is useful for exploring Semple’s role in
epistemological violence where her data
interpretations brought negative consequences for
certain groups.7 An intersectional lens is crucial for
examining the connections between race, class, and
gender which shaped the experiences of Semple and
those she deemed ‘inferior’.8 The structure-agency
debate emerges, asking whether individuals are
entirely socialised by structures or can act
autonomously. 9 I take a relational approach to
acknowledge the interrelatedness of social processes 

and argue that Semple both actively challenged and
perpetuated patriarchy. Firstly, this paper outlines
Semple’s theoretical contributions and other key
insights provided by contemporary female
geographers which are useful for assessing Semple’s
impact today. Secondly, Semple’s infiltration of
male-dominated space is examined to demonstrate
her resistance to traditional gender expectations.
Thirdly, her imperial entanglements are traced to
illustrate her perpetuation of the patriarchal state.
Finally, a contemporary manifestation of the Semple
dilemma is considered. I conclude that by today’s
standards of intersectional feminism Semple is not a
feminist role model, however she can be considered
an early feminist for her active reconfiguration of an
all-male discipline. Ultimately, I advocate for the
critical inclusion of Semple’s work in a feminist
historiography of geography. This project of
decoding knowledge to understand the influence of
cultural forces offers a step towards decolonising the
academy.

Conceptualising Semple
Semple is primarily known for a theory now referred
to as ‘environmental determinism’. Reflecting
Charles Darwin’s natural selection and Friedrich
Ratzel’s anthropogeography, Semple argued that
climate and terrain strongly influenced a
population’s social organisation and physical
characteristics.10 Specifically, Semple claimed that
populations in the tropics suffered ‘arrested
development’, remaining in a child-like state due to
extreme heat and subsequent ‘laziness’.11 Semple
therefore Othered many groups outside of the West,
arbitrarily constructing them as inferior simply
because of perceived difference. Othering is a broad
term that describes the efforts of a politically
dominant group to marginalise and subordinate
another group.12 Beyond extremely problematic
stereotyping and Othering, Semple conflated a
nation’s success with the acquisition of territory and
resources.13 She explicitly endorsed U.S. 
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imperialism, believing that America could make the
best use of the frontier and contribute to the “spread
of civilisation”.14 Through justifying the invasions
and exploitative processes of late 19th and early 20th
century New Imperialism, Semple’s work had
undeniably nefarious consequences. Her ideas were
adopted by the Nazi Party to justify German
territorial expansion and Hitler cited her work in
Mein Kampf to evidence the ‘inferiority’ of Jewish
people.15 Semple’s theory has been largely rejected
as it is now deemed essentialist, imperialist, and
pseudoscientific. Considering the harmful practices
connected to her narrow and oversimplified
interpretations, I argue that Semple participated in
epistemological violence and the reproduction of
patriarchal imperialism. 

 Although colonial exploration supported the
establishment of the geographic discipline,
subsequent transformation has enabled a departure
from this.16 In the late 1980s, geography
experienced a reflexive turn where positionality,
power relations, language, and representation
became of interest. Feminist geography produced
significant contributions during this period. Within
the sub-discipline, patriarchy is conceptualised as a
fundamental socio-cultural structure that renders
men and women gendered subjects and ensures
male dominance within society. 17 Patriarchy is
neither universal nor uniform and can be
perpetuated by women. Haraway, a key
geographical thinker, distinguishes feminist
objectivity from masculine objectivity where the
former involves recognising one’s subjective
perspective and the latter involves making detached
claims about ‘observable truth’.18 Through
introducing ‘situated knowledges’, Haraway argues
that truth is multiple and varies based on a person’s
socio-political context.19 This is vital for
understanding Semple’s situated perception of
‘truth’. Harding’s ‘standpoint theory’ similarly
argues that embodied knowledge gained through 

lived experience offers a strengthened version of
truth, resulting in ‘strong objectivity’.20 With this in
mind, I acknowledge that my position as white and
privileged limits my ability to understand the
struggles of those Othered by Semple and reflexivity
alone does not grant me the right to speak for such
groups. Given my shared experience of womanhood
with Semple, I centre gender in this paper. Yet I also
acknowledge that the oppression I experience today
is less restrictive than that of Semple’s time, as
patriarchy is ever-changing. Feminist scholars have
emphasised that academics have a ‘social
responsibility’ to construct and give meaning to the
world in a harmless and anti-racist manner. 21 For
Ramphele, feminist scholars should produce
integrated analyses that consider intersectionality
and incorporate insights from Marxist, liberal, black,
anarchist, and radical feminism.22 To be truly
‘relevant’, feminist geographers must carefully
consider women’s competing realities with the
ultimate aim of empowerment.23 Semple’s work
does not align with the current aims of feminist
geography. However, for reasons outlined below, I
argue that her work is relevant if it is heavily
critiqued and decoded.

Disrupting the Geographical Discipline
Semple defied various patriarchal norms within
geography, overcoming concrete barriers to
challenge the patriarchy at large. In the late 19th
century, it was widely believed that women had no
use for higher education considering they could not
enter the ministry, practice law or medicine, and
were instead restricted to domestic duties.24 Those
that were admitted to university received a weaker
curriculum, fewer resources, and a strictly
segregated education.25 Ultimately, Semple was
born in an era when women who wanted to educate
themselves faced “hyperbolic condemnation”.26
Yet, as the only woman in a class of 500 men at the
University of Leipzig, Semple was a force of
resistance.27 Although she was prohibited from 
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matriculating and denied a PhD, Semple became a
founding member of the Association of American
Geographers and its first president.28 Newspapers
described  the “remarkable spectacle of a woman
lecturer holding an audience of some of the greatest
living scientists spellbound for more than an
hour”.29 This review demonstrates that her
presence was truly incongruous, and her intelligence
considered surprising. Where feminists have
expanded the definition of activism to incorporate
micro-actions that change power relations,30 I
argue that Semple’s infiltration of male-only
academic space was a form of feminist activism that
provided positive social change for women. For
Bushong, Semple’s visibility in the discipline
“undoubtedly” contributed to the higher proportion
of women earning geography doctorates during her
lifetime.31 In this regard, Semple was a pioneer.

 Beyond mere visibility, Semple’s commitment to
expanding female representation in geography was
significant and remains celebrated on ‘Annual Ellen
Semple Day’ at Vassar College where she first
graduated.32 Semple delivered lectures to young
women, encouraging them to study geography and
once stating that “modern education, which seems
to be a big mill especially designed for crushing the
imagination, finds a more resistant element in the
mind of woman, probably due to her strong
emotional nature”.33 Here, Semple not only
celebrated women’s intelligence but also outwardly
and unconventionally embraced emotion. This is
intriguing as women were, and continue to be,
forced into the devalued categories of ‘nature’ and
‘emotion’ as opposed to male ‘culture’ and
‘reason’.34 Though Semple clearly associated
women with emotion, she valorised this quality in a
way that defied societal norms. Semple further
challenged gendered assumptions by participating
in physically demanding fieldwork and pursuing a
singular observable scientific truth in her work.35

For Haraway, the latter is a masculine endeavour,
seeking to provide a view from nowhere.36
Contrastingly, ‘feminist objectivity’ involves
multiple views from somewhere, a ‘positioned
rationality’.37 This brings forth a debate, where
Dœuff argues that femininity does not have to be
radically separate from ‘masculine’ rationality as
this only reinforces the construction of reason as a
masculine trait.38 I align with Dœuff here, arguing
that Semple’s positivist approach does not render
her less of a feminist. Rather, Semple’s simultaneous
identification with male and female dualisms
represents a powerful refusal to conform to
patriarchal norms. Additionally, in The Anglo-
Saxons of the Kentucky Mountains, Semple made a
considerable effort to centre women’s livelihoods,
presenting an early geographical analysis on
gendered experiences.39 I therefore argue that
although there are no records of Semple’s personal
relationship with feminism, her actions aligned with
the feminist aim of empowering women through
education and research.

 However, Semple exclusively supported wealthy,
white women in accessing education which does not
align with the inclusive nature of today’s
intersectional feminism. While Semple had to
overcome many gender-related barriers, she was
very economically privileged. Semple belonged to a
wealthy family and could afford to travel and study,
an uncommon luxury for many in 19th century
America including men.40 She travelled to India,
Indonesia, Japan, and across Europe.41 However,
despite her abundant experience and and impressive
status as a geographer, she received unequal pay
throughout her career. 42 These layers of gender
discrimination present within the geographic
discipline meant that while Semple was able to
overcome certain patriarchal obstacles, she was
hindered by many others. Nevertheless, her ability to
break down barriers was impressive - where
feminist geographers in the 1970s were supported by 
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the passing of sex-discrimination legislation which
compelled departments to employ more women,
Semple was not.43 I therefore argue that although
her economic privilege enabled her in many ways,
Semple exercised profound amounts of agency to
challenge the male-domination of geography.
Simultaneously, Semple suffered from patriarchal
norms as illustrated below.

Perpetuating Patriarchal Imperialism
Challenging and perpetuating patriarchy are not
mutually exclusive acts and Semple reproduced the
patriarchal status quo in many ways. With
Haraway’s ‘situated knowledges’ in mind,44 it
should be noted that Semple’s work was based on a
cohort of male thinkers and their theories due to the
male domination of knowledge production. This is
exemplified in the androcentric opening lines of
Influences: “Man is a product of the earth’s surface…
he is a child of the earth”.45 Like many historical
female scholars, Semple was socialised into using
language-based restrictions that centred relations
between man and the environment.46 Blunt and
Rose add that during Semple’s time women’s
writing had to emulate men’s writing due to
pressures relating to the reception of their
knowledge.47 Specifically, female scholars were
judged more heavily as individuals and their writing
therefore had to strictly imitate the imperialist
‘masculine voice’ to be taken seriously. 48 This
gender-specific pressure is evidenced by the Daily
Express in their fixation over Semple’s appearance
above her academic contributions, drawing
attention to her “light-blue evening gown with a
string of fine pearls”.49 This factor was never central
to the reviews of male scholars demonstrating that
Semple had to work particularly hard to gain respect
as an academic and be perceived as more than an
object. As Hermann claims, “a woman who wants to
be educated is forced to let a little man grow inside
her”.50 This is applicable to Semple as she faced
various patriarchal constraints that influenced the 

content and style of her writing. In achieving
scholarly recognition, she perpetuated the
patriarchy. 

For many feminist theorists, patriarchy and
imperialism are intertwined. Spencer-Wood argues
that patriarchy was intrinsic to colonialism and
empire, with the imposition of laws and policies in
seized lands that reflected Western ideologies
surrounding women’s subordinate nature.51
Considering this entanglement, I argue that where
Semple justified American expansion she also
perpetuated patriarchy. The Western imperial
context created opportunities for women of a
certain race and class to write and legitimise the
actions of the state, meaning such women
perpetuated essentialist constructions of racial
inferiority in their work.52 Semple exemplifies this,
achieving liberation at the expense of countless
others as her ethnocentric discourse symbolically
and physically harmed subsequently ‘subaltern’
groups. In an era of New Imperialism where her
gender rendered her inferior, Semple found power
and authority through racial ‘superiority’. As
Hanson notes in relation to feminist geographical
scholarship, “what some women view as positive
change, others may see as harmful to their
interests”.53 Rather than building broad alliances
as intersectional feminists seek to do, Semple
alienated many women by inflicting the ‘double
jeopardy’ of racist and gendered marginalisation on
them.54 She contributed to ‘horizontal hostilities’,
placing white women above the women she
Othered.55 It is impossible to say whether Semple
was socialised into this thinking or made a
calculated decision to inflict epistemological
violence in pursuit of academic success. However, it
can be said with certainty that Semple was not
innocent, supporting Pearson’s claim that universal
female innocence is a myth.56 Certain women
condemned the concept of empire long before
Semple’s time, suggesting that the imperialist 
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patriarchy was not entirely imposing. Mary
Wollstonecraft, a founding feminist philosopher,
claimed in her 1792 publication A Vindication of the
Rights of Woman that the rulers of empire were
morally corrupt.57 Jane Addams, an activist,
sociologist and philosopher born just 3 years before
Semple produced anti-imperial critiques throughout
her lifetime.58 This supports the argument that
Semple should be heavily critiqued when read today
and not simply excused as a product of her time, a
time when patriarchy and imperialism powerfully
reinforced each other.

 It is also useful to compare Semple to contemporary
geographer Linda McDowell to illustrate the extent
to which Semple falls short as an intersectional
feminist. Both Semple and McDowell have received
major awards and titles for their efforts in
transforming the geographic discipline.59
McDowell’s work is intersectional, centres
inequality, challenges patriarchy and lifts up the
oppressed. For example, McDowell considered how
the labour market status of migrants in the UK
reflects ‘intersectionality at work’.60 In a markedly
different manner, Semple’s work perpetuates
harmful normative assumptions surrounding race
and empire. I therefore argue that to align with
today’s standards of intersectional feminist
geography, any feminist reconstruction of
geography’s past should note but not inflate
Semple’s positive contributions and must discuss
her shortcomings. I align here with Domosh’s view
that a discipline’s history cannot be selectively
remembered.61 This critically inclusive approach
deepens our understanding of empire and its
connection to gender relations. Imperialism created
opportunities for Semple, and yet widespread male
socio-political dominance also limited her.

A Wider Trend of Problematic Women
The progress and expansion of feminist movements
has been significant across the globe.

However, patriarchy remains a pervasive structure
that is perpetuated by certain influential women.
This paper has argued that while Semple can be
admired for occupying male space and actively
encouraging women to participate in knowledge
production, her work inside this space should be
heavily critiqued. In this section, this argument is
taken beyond academia and into contemporary
politics to demonstrate patriarchy’s broad influence
across society. Georgia Meloni is an example of a
leading female figure who simultaneously
challenges and perpetuates patriarchy. Meloni
broke through a heavy glass ceiling in 2022 when
she was elected as Italy’s first female prime
minister, defying the male-domination of a specific
realm as Semple did. Yet, Meloni also mirrors
Semple’s androcentrism by leading the Brothers of
Italy party and taking the political title of il
presidente del Consiglio, where il is the masculine
article used instead of la.62 Furthermore, through
condemning abortion Meloni has increased the
obstacles that women face every day. 63 Durose et
al.’s concept of ‘acceptable difference’ is relevant
here, describing political candidates who conform
to aspects of the archetypal male politician to
render their difference acceptable and reduce
potential Othering.64 As Meloni’s rise to power
demonstrates, “patriarchy readily accommodates
some women into positions of power, provided that
the women are male-identified, male-centred, and
act according to patriarchal values”.65 This also
applies to Semple as although she was deviant
enough to break the barrier surrounding academia,
she aligned with the aims of the imperialist
patriarchy. It is important to note that patriarchy
evolves, and that patriarchy is particular – it creates
different obstacles within different institutions,
whether academic or political. Yet ultimately,
Meloni’s case further supports the argument that
the structure of patriarchy and female agency can
co-exist, and agency can be well-directed, harmful,
or both. Rather than being passive ‘robots’ 
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controlled by patriarchal forces of domination,
women are autonomous beings capable of choosing
violence.66 Simultaneously, patriarchy is deeply
entrenched and continues to support various forms
of inequality therefore feminist geographers must
continue to study the past and present to fully
understand it. For this reason, Semple should be
included within a feminist historiography of
geography, aiding the interrogation of patriarchy.

 To conclude, Semple challenged the patriarchal
nature of geography by establishing the very
presence of women within the discipline and
inspiring others to follow. Therefore, although
Semple did not contribute to feminist theoretical
development within geography, she can be
retrospectively regarded as an early feminist
geographer. However, Semple’s feminism is far from
intersectional, and it has been argued here that her
flawed theorising amounted to acts of
epistemological violence which perpetuated
patriarchy. Semple’s story is one of both profound
autonomy and patriarchal constraint. Ultimately,
feminist historiographers have a responsibility to
critically include Semple in order to understand the
ways in which female geographers have challenged,
been hindered by, and reproduced the status quo. As
modern-day feminist geographers such as Domosh
and Seager have been critiqued for their lack of
engagement with race and ethnicity, it remains
important that geographers are continuously
pushed to be self-reflexive and produce
intersectional analyses.67 While patriarchy
continues to permeate much of contemporary life to
the detriment of all, scholars must question the
biases that are currently being reflected in their
work and consider how academia can improve as a
whole. The decoding of historical knowledge offers a
blueprint for revealing the power dynamics shaping
today’s writing. I therefore encourage further
research into the development of a truly holistic,
intersectional, and feminist historiography of
geography.

92

Bibliography

Adams, Ellen E. “Ellen Churchill Semple and
American Geography in an Era of Imperialism.”
Dissertations, Theses, and Masters Projects. William
& Mary, 2011. Paper 1593092082.
https://dx.doi.org/doi:10.21220/m2-g754-m195. 

Atwood, Margaret. Surfacing. McClelland and
Stewart: Canada, 1972. Becker, Mary. “Patriarchy
and Inequality: Towards a Substantive Feminism.”
University of Chicago Legal Forum, Issue 1, Article 3
(1999): 21-88.
http://chicagounbound.uchicago.edu/uclf/vol1999/
iss1/3. 

Becker, Mary. “Patriarchy and Inequality: Towards a
Substantive Feminism.” University of Chicago Legal
Forum, Issue 1, Article 3 (1999): 21-88.
http://chicagounbound.uchicago.edu/uclf/vol1999/
iss1/3

Berman, Mildred. “Sex Discrimination and
Geography: The Case of Ellen Churchill Semple.”
The Professional Geographer 26, no. 1 (1974): 8–11.
https://doi-org.eux.idm.oclc.org/10.1111/j.0033-
0124.1974.00008.x. 

Blunt, Alison, and Gillian Rose. Writing Women and
Space: Colonial and Postcolonial Geographies. The
Guilford Press: New York, 1994. 

Bushong, Allen D. “Women as Geographers: Some
Thoughts of Ellen Churchill Semple.” Southeastern
Geographer 15, no. 2 (1975): 102-109.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/44370633.

Cambridge. “Professor Linda McDowell.” Newnham
College - People. 2024.
https://newn.cam.ac.uk/person/linda-
mcdowell/#:~:text=She%20was%20awarded%2
0the%20Victoria,nature%20of%20employment%20i
n%20Britain.

Churchill Semple History and Classics



Castree, Noel. “A Review of ‘Bringing Geography to
Book: Ellen Semple and the Reception of
Geographical Knowledge’: Innes M. Keighren.
London: I. B. Taurus, 2010. Viii and 262 Pp. $92.00
Cloth (ISBN 978-1-848-85141-2).” Annals of the
Association of American Geographers 101, no. 1
(2011): 227–29. doi:10.1080/00045608.2010.538325.

Crenshaw, Kimberlé. “Demarginalizing the
Intersection of Race and Sex: A Black Feminist
Critique of Antidiscrimination Doctrine, Feminist
Theory and Antiracist Politics.” University of
Chicago Legal Forum, Issue 1, Article 8 (1989).
http://chicagounbound.uchicago.edu/uclf/vol1989/i
ss1/8. 

Daily Express. November 5 th , London, 1912

Domosh, Mona. “Toward a Feminist Historiography
of Geography.” Transactions of the Institute of
British Geographers 16, no. 1 (1991): 95–104.
https://doi.org/10.2307/622908.

Durose, Catherine, Liz Richardson, Ryan Combs,
Christina Eason, Francesca Gains. “‘Acceptable
Difference’: Diversity, Representation and Pathways
to UK Politics.” Parliamentary Affairs, Volume 66,
Issue 2 (April 2013): 246–267.
https://doi.org/10.1093/pa/gss085.

Dœuff, Michèle L. The Sex of Knowing, Routledge
Taylor & Francis Group: Oxon, 2003. 

Eisenmann, Linda. “The Impact of Historical
Expectations on Women’s Higher Education.”
Forum on Public Policy. 2005. https://eric.ed.gov/?
id=EJ1099152.

Hanson, Susan. “Is Feminist Geography Relevant?”
Scottish Geographical Journal 115, no. 2 (1999): 133–
41. doi:10.1080/14702549908553822. 

Haraway, Donna. “Situated Knowledges: The
Science Question in Feminism and the Privilege of
Partial Perspective.” Feminist Studies 14, no. 3
(1988): 575–99. https://doi.org/10.2307/3178066. 

Harding, Sandra. “Rethinking Standpoint
Epistemology: What is “Strong Objectivity?”” The
Centennial Review 36, no. 3 (1992): 437–70.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/23739232.

Hays, Sharon. “Structure and Agency and the Sticky
Problem of Culture.” Sociological Theory 12, no. 1
(1994): 57–72. https://doi.org/10.2307/202035. 

Hermann, Claudine. The Tongue Snatchers. Chp. 7.
Women’s Editions: Paris, 1976.

Hopkins, Britain, and Ian Klinke. “Ellen Churchill
Semple’s Political Economy: Slavery, Frontier,
Imperium.” Annals of the American Association of
Geographers 113, no. 9 (2023): 2237–51.
doi:10.1080/24694452.2023.2210209.

Howard, Carol. “Wollstonecraft’s Thoughts on
Slavery and Corruption.” The Eighteenth Century
45, no. 1 (2004): 61–86.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/41467935.

Keighren, Innes M. “Environmental Determinism.”
International Encyclopedia of the Social &
Behavioral Sciences 2 (2015): 720-725.
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-08-097086-
8.72016-2. 

Keighren, Innes M. “Reading the Reception of Ellen
Churchill Semple’s Influences of Geographic
Environment (1911).” University of Edinburgh,
Doctor of Philosophy. 2007.
https://openaccess.library.uitm.edu.my/Record/ndlt
d-bl.uk-oai-ethos.bl.uk-503441.

93Churchill Semple History and Classics



Kentucky University. “Life & Career of Ellen
Churchill Semple.” Research Guides. 2023.
https://libguides.uky.edu/semple. 

Laine Kagedan, Allan. The politics of othering in the
United States and Canada (Springer International
Publishing, 2020): 2.

Leach, Melissa and Cathy Green. “Gender and
Environmental History: From Representation of
Women and Nature to Gender Analysis of Ecology
and Politics.” Environment and History 3, no. 3
(1997): 343–70.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20723052.

McDowell, Linda. “Thinking through Work:
Complex Inequalities, Constructions of Difference
and Trans-National Migrants.” Progress in Human
Geography 32, no. 4 (2008): 491–507.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0309132507088116.

McEwan, Cheryl. “Taking on the Tweed Suits:
Reflections on the ‘How the other half lives’ and its
Critique of Masculinist Geography.” Area 52, no. 4
(2020): 770-777. https://doi.org/10.1111/area.12647. 

Pearson, Patricia. When She Was Bad, Virago Press:
London, 1998. 

Ramphele, Mamphela. “Do Women Help Perpetuate
Sexism? A Bird’s Eye View from South Africa.” Africa
Today 37, no. 1 (1990): 7–17.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4186621.

Remoquillo, Andi T. “Putting Women in Place:
Feminist Geographers Make Sense of the World: By
Mona Domosh and Joni Seager, New York and
London, The Guilford Press, 2001, 215 Pp., $49.35
(Paperback), ISBN 9781572306684.” Gender, Place &
Culture 28, no. 3 (2021): 445–48.
doi:10.1080/0966369X.2020.1743025.

Reuters. “Male or female title? Italy's new PM Meloni
stirs gender debate.” Europe. October 2022.
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/male-or-
female-title-italys-new-pm-meloni-stirs -gender-
debate-2022-10-24/.

Rose, Gillian and Miles Ogborn. “Feminism and
Historical Geography.” Journal of Historical
Geography 14, no. 4 (1988): 405-409.
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S
0305748888800409.

Schott, Linda. “Jane Addams and William James on
Alternatives to War.” Journal of the History of Ideas
54, no. 2 (1993): 241–54.
https://doi.org/10.2307/2709981.

Seager, Joni and Lise Nelson. A Companion to
Feminist Geography. Blackwell Publishing: Oxford,
2005. 

Semple, Ellen C. “Civilization is at bottom an
economic fact.” In Third biennial general Federation
of Women’s Clubs in Louisville, 419–27. Louisville,
KY: Flexner Brothers, 1896.

Semple, Ellen C. The Anglo-Saxons of the Kentucky
mountains: a study in anthropogeography. Franklin
Classics Trade Press: New York, 1910. 

Semple, Ellen C. Influences of Geographic
Environment. Henry Holt and Company: New York,
1911.

Semple, Ellen C. "Geographical Research As A Field
For Women." The Fiftieth Anniversary of the
Opening of Vassar College, October 10 to 13, 1915, A
Record, (Poughkeepsie, New York: Vassar College,
1916): 70-80. 

94Churchill Semple History and Classics



Spencer-Wood, Suzanne M. “Feminist Theorizing of
Patriarchal Colonialism, Power Dynamics, and Social
Agency Materialized in Colonial Institutions.”
International Journal of Historical Archaeology 20,
no. 3 (2016): 477–91.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/26174303

Teo, Thomas. “What is Epistemological Violence in
the Empirical Social Sciences?” Social and
Personality Psychology Compass 4 (2010): 295-303.
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1751-9004.2010.00265.x. 
Vassar. “Ellen Churchill Semple ’1882.”
Distinguished Alumni. n.d.
https://vcencyclopedia.vassar.edu/distinguished-
alumni/ellen-churchill-semple/

Footnotes
1.  Hopkins and Ian Klinke, “Ellen Churchill
Semple’s Political Economy: Slavery, Frontier,
Imperium.” Annals of the American Association of
Geographers 113, no. 9 (2023): 2238.
doi:10.1080/24694452.2023.2210209.

2. Noel Castree, “A Review of ‘Bringing Geography
to Book: Ellen Semple and the Reception of
Geographical Knowledge’: Innes M. Keighren.
London: I. B. Taurus, 2010.” Annals of the
Association of American Geographers 101, no. 1 (2011):
229. doi:10.1080/00045608.2010.538325.

3.  Mona Domosh, “Toward a Feminist
Historiography of Geography.” Transactions of the
Institute of British Geographers 16, no. 1 (1991): 95–
104. https://doi.org/10.2307/622908.

4.  Patricia Pearson, When She Was Bad (Virago
Press: London, 1998).

5.  Margaret Atwood, Surfacing (McClelland and
Stewart: Canada, 1972): 191.

6.  Pearson, When She Was Bad.

7.  Thomas Teo, “What is Epistemological Violence
in the Empirical Social Sciences?” Social and
Personality Psychology Compass 4 (2010): 298.
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1751-9004.2010.00265.x.

8. Kimberlé Crenshaw, “Demarginalizing the
Intersection of Race and Sex: A Black Feminist
Critique of Antidiscrimination Doctrine,
Feminist Theory and Antiracist Politics.”
University of Chicago Legal Forum, Issue 1,
Article 8 (1989).
http://chicagounbound.uchicago.edu/uclf/vol19
89/iss1/8.

9. Sharon Hays, “Structure and Agency and the
Sticky Problem of Culture.” Sociological Theory
12, no. 1 (1994): 57–72.
https://doi.org/10.2307/202035.

10.  Innes M. Keighren, “Environmental
Determinism.” International Encyclopedia of
the Social & Behavioral Sciences 2 (2015): 720.
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-08-097086-
8.72016-2.

11.  Ellen C. Semple, Influences of Geographic
Environment (Henry Holt and Company: New
York, 1911).

12.  Allan Laine Kagedan, The politics of othering
in the United States and Canada (Springer
International Publishing, 2020): 2.

13.  Ellen E. Adams, “Ellen Churchill Semple and
American Geography in an Era of Imperialism.”
Dissertations, Theses, and Masters Projects.
William & Mary (2011): 5.
https://dx.doi.org/doi:10.21220/m2-g754-m195.

14. Ellen C. Semple, “Civilization is at bottom an
economic fact.” In Third biennial general
Federation of Women’s Clubs in Louisville, 419–
27. Louisville, KY: Flexner Brothers (1896): 422.

15. Innes M. Keighren, “Reading the Reception of
Ellen Churchill Semple’s Influences of
Geographic Environment (1911).” University of
Edinburgh, Doctor of Philosophy (2007): 307.

16. Adams, “Ellen Churchill Semple and
American Geography,” 5.

95Churchill Semple History and Classics

https://doi.org/10.2307/622908
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1751-9004.2010.00265.x
http://chicagounbound.uchicago.edu/uclf/vol1989/iss1/8
http://chicagounbound.uchicago.edu/uclf/vol1989/iss1/8
https://doi.org/10.2307/202035
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-08-097086-8.72016-2
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-08-097086-8.72016-2
https://dx.doi.org/doi:10.21220/m2-g754-m195


17. Gillian Rose and Miles Ogborn. “Feminism and
Historical Geography.” Journal of Historical
Geography 14, no. 4 (1988): 405-409.

18. Donna Haraway, “Situated Knowledges: The
Science Question in Feminism and the Privilege of
Partial Perspective.” Feminist Studies 14, no. 3
(1988): 575–99. https://doi.org/10.2307/3178066.

19.  Haraway, “Situated Knowledges,”.

20. Sandra Harding, “Rethinking Standpoint
Epistemology: What is “Strong Objectivity?”” The
Centennial Review 36, no. 3 (1992): 437–70.

21.  Joni Seager and Lise Nelson, A Companion to
Feminist Geography (Blackwell Publishing:
Oxford, 2005).

22. Mamphela Ramphele, “Do Women Help
Perpetuate Sexism? A Bird’s Eye View from South
Africa.” Africa Today 37, no. 1 (1990): 12.

23. Susan Hanson, “Is Feminist Geography
Relevant?” Scottish Geographical Journal 115, no. 2
(1999): 138. doi:10.1080/14702549908553822.

24. Linda Eisenmann, “The Impact of Historical
Expectations on Women’s Higher Education.”
Forum on Public Policy (2005): 4.

25. Eisenmann, ““The Impact of Historical
Expectations,”.

26. Michèle L. Dœuff, The Sex of Knowing
(Routledge Taylor & Francis Group: Oxon, 2003),
29.

27. Keighren, “Reading the Reception,”, 64.

28. Keighren, “Reading the Reception,”, 64.

29. Daily Express. November 5th, London, 1912.

30. Hanson, “Is Feminist Geography Relevant?”,
137.

31. Allen D. Bushong, “Women as Geographers:
Some Thoughts of Ellen Churchill Semple.”
Southeastern Geographer 15, no. 2 (1975): 107.

 32. Vassar, “Ellen Churchill Semple ’1882.”
Distinguished Alumni. n.d.

33. Ellen C. Semple, "Geographical Research As A
Field For Women." The Fiftieth Anniversary of the
Opening of Vassar College, October 10 to 13, 1915, A
Record, (Poughkeepsie, New York: Vassar College,
1916): 73.

35. Keighren, “Re34. Melissa Leach and Cathy Green.
“Gender and Environmental History: From
Representation of Women and Nature to Gender
Analysis of Ecology and Politics.” Environment and
History 3, no. 3 (1997) ): 343–70.ading the
Reception,” 192.

36. Haraway, “Situated Knowledges,” 585.

37. Haraway, “Situated Knowledges,” 585.

38. Dœuff, The Sex of Knowing, 29.

39. Ellen C. Semple, The Anglo-Saxons of the
Kentucky mountains: a study in
anthropogeography. Franklin Classics Trade Press:
New York, 1910.

40. Keighren, “Reading the Reception,” 221.

41. Kentucky University, “Life & Career of Ellen
Churchill Semple.” Research Guides, 2023.

42. Mildred Berman, “Sex Discrimination and
Geography: The Case of Ellen Churchill Semple.”
The Professional Geographer 26, no. 1 (1974):8.
https://doi-org.eux.idm.oclc.org/10.1111/j.0033-
0124.1974.00008.x.

43. Cheryl McEwan, “Taking on the Tweed Suits:
Reflections on the ‘How the other half lives’ and its
Critique of Masculinist Geography.” Area 52, no. 4
(2020): 770-777. https://doi.org/10.1111/area.12647.

44. Haraway, “Situated Knowledges,”.

45. Semple, Influences, 1.

46. Domosh, “Toward a Feminist Historiography,”,
99.

47. Alison Blunt and Gillian Rose, Writing Women
and Space: Colonial and Postcolonial Geographies
(The Guilford Press: New York, 1994):12.

96Churchill Semple History and Classics

https://doi.org/10.2307/3178066
https://doi-org.eux.idm.oclc.org/10.1111/j.0033-0124.1974.00008.x
https://doi-org.eux.idm.oclc.org/10.1111/j.0033-0124.1974.00008.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/area.12647


48. Blunt and Rose, Writing Women, 12.

49. Daily Express, November 5th, London, 1912.

50. Claudine Hermann, The Tongue Snatchers
(Women’s Editions: Paris, 1976): 7.

51. Suzanne M. Spencer-Wood, “Feminist
Theorizing of Patriarchal Colonialism, Power
Dynamics, and Social Agency Materialized in
Colonial Institutions.” International Journal of
Historical Archaeology 20, no. 3 (2016): 429.

52. Blunt and Rose, Writing Women, 11.

53. Hanson, “Is Feminist Geography Relevant?”, 137.

54. Seager and Nelson, A Companion to Feminist
Geography, 33.

55. Seager and Nelson, A Companion to Feminist
Geography, 29.

56. Pearson, When She Was Bad.

57. Carol Howard, “Wollstonecraft’s Thoughts on
Slavery and Corruption.” The Eighteenth Century
45, no. 1 (2004): 61.

58. Linda Schott, “Jane Addams and William James
on Alternatives to War.” Journal of the History of
Ideas 54, no. 2 (1993): 241–54.
https://doi.org/10.2307/2709981.

59. Cambridge, “Professor Linda McDowell.”
Newnham College – People (2024).

60. Linda McDowell, “Thinking through Work:
Complex Inequalities, Constructions of Difference
and Trans-National Migrants.” Progress in Human
Geography 32, no. 4 (2008): 491–507.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0309132507088116.

61. Domosh, “Toward a Feminist Historiography,”,
95.

62. Reuters, “Male or female title? Italy's new PM
Meloni stirs gender debate.” Europe, October 2022,
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/male-or-
female-title-italys-new-pm-meloni-stirs-gender-
debate-2022-10-24/.

63. Reuters, “Male or female title?”.

64. Catherine Durose et al., “‘Acceptable
Difference’: Diversity, Representation and
Pathways to UK Politics.” Parliamentary Affairs,
Volume 66, Issue 2 (April 2013): 258.

65. Mary Becker, “Patriarchy and Inequality:
Towards a Substantive Feminism.” University of
Chicago Legal Forum, Issue 1, Article 3 (1999): 34.

66. Pearson, When She Was Bad, 23.

67. Andi T. Remoquillo, “Putting Women in Place:
Feminist Geographers Make Sense of the World,
Review”, Gender, Place & Culture 28, no. 3 (2021):
448. . doi:10.1080/0966369X.2020.1743025.

97Churchill Semple History and Classics

https://doi.org/10.1177/0309132507088116
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/male-or-female-title-italys-new-pm-meloni-stirs-gender-debate-2022-10-24/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/male-or-female-title-italys-new-pm-meloni-stirs-gender-debate-2022-10-24/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/male-or-female-title-italys-new-pm-meloni-stirs-gender-debate-2022-10-24/

